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The Bercow review highlighted the following five key

themes, around which its recommendations are based.

■ Communication is crucial.

■ Early identification and intervention are essential.

■ A continuum of services designed around the family is 

needed.

■ Joint working is critical.

■ The current system is characterised by a high variability 

and a lack of equity.

Within these themes, the Review team made 40

recommendations to the Government to ensure that children

with SLCN would receive the help and support they need. They

range from local-level recommendations, such as working with

local authorities to ensure sufficient funding is in place to huge

national strategies, such as the Government’s creation of a

Communication Council and commissioning a National Year of

Speech, Language and Communication. The review has been

well-received by the Government and Ed Balls, Secretary of State

for Children, Schools and Families, has invited John Bercow to

lead in ensuring the recommendations become a reality. 

The Bercow review, if nothing else, has succeeded in

bringing the issue of SLCN to the forefront of the UK

consciousness.

This is of huge significance to both schools and families, who

will now fully understand the potential impact of poor

communication skills in children and young people. However,

once they have recognised the issues, what can be done?

Make Chatter Matter, a campaign run by I CAN, offers a

range of ways to take action towards improving communication

skills in children and young people. 

Teachers and others who provide teaching/support to children

and young people can visit the Communication Trust’s website

(www.communicationhelppoint.org.uk) for more information. 

LAMDA examinations can also help children with SLCN. Our

examinations are grounded in the belief that everybody has the

right to communicate effectively and this is evident throughout

all subjects. Our Spoken English examinations are particularly

useful for children and young people with SLCN. The examinations

require candidates to prepare a number of short talks around

specific themes and then to engage an examiner in conversation.

The talk section of the exams allows children and young people

to talk with animation and excitement about a topic which really

interests them and the conversation allows them to develop

communication and conversational skills in a friendly and non-

threatening environment. For children and young people with

SLCN, the achievement of passing a LAMDA examination can give

them the strength and self-confidence they need to go forward

and improve their skills even further. 

The Bercow Review has brought to light the issues with SLCN

children, but what about those who are already approaching the

end of their academic careers and still have SLCN? LAMDA

examinations in Spoken English can still be of benefit here. 

We are at an exciting crossroads where the lives of

thousands of children and young people can be changed forever

by understanding and supporting them. Teachers and parents

need to understand these needs and take positive steps towards

improving the provision for all, allowing them to go forward as

happy, confident communicators.
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“The ability to communicate is fundamental. It is

the foundation life skill for the 21st Century, the

indispensible prerequisite for children and

young people to learn, achieve and make friends.”

John Bercow, Chair of Bercow Review of Services

for Children and Young People (0-19) With

Speech, Language and Communication Needs
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LAMDA Examinations and beyond

Neil Gaiman

Neil Gaiman is a creative powerhouse. His website reveals an

enormous list of publishing credits. He writes comics (e.g. Mr

Punch, The Sandman), screenplays (Stardust, Beowulf), drama

(The Wolf in the Walls), books for adults (e.g. Neverwhere,

American Gods, Interworld) and books for children (e.g. The Day

I Swapped My Dad For Two Goldfish). He records audiobook

voiceovers as well as writing poetry, journalism, song lyrics and

even a short story set in the science-fiction world of The Matrix.

He is often travelling or on tour, and amidst all this, he

somehow finds the time to keep a lively blog updated with

quirky and informative entries about his life and times

(www.neilgaiman.com). All of this takes attention, which is why

he has a notice that he does not have the time to answer every

magazine’s ‘five quick questions for Neil’. But then, we are

LAMDA, and Neil is a very special Examinations alumnus. 

Were you excited when they

were making the movie

Stardust, knowing that it was

your story, or is the process of

adapting a book for film just

frustrating and tiresome?

Neither. It was a combination of

bemusement, happiness, worry

and, occasionally, guilt, as I saw

people have to build or make

things in real life that it had been

a moment’s work for me to

invent, like flying ships.

In the latest version of Beowulf, we see dramatic

performances being the basis for animations. I found myself

wishing they’d left the great original performances in the film

and not used animation at all – it felt as if I was watching a

computer game. What are your feelings about live actors

being ‘computerised’?

I’m not sure that the technology is all the way there, yet – but

Beowulf is a huge improvement over Polar Express, and director

Robert Zemeckis is fascinated by Motion Capture and where he

can take it, and I have no doubt he’ll keep working with it until

he gets what he’s after. Having seen the original Beowulf

performances, I mostly felt that what was missing were the

“micro-emotions” – the ones you can see flickering across an

actor’s face, or there in the eyes, that don’t yet translate into

motion capture, and wished that we’d had them, yes.

What were the major challenges you overcame on your

journey to become a successful writer?

Um. I’m not sure. Every few years I read another article

proclaiming me an overnight success, but truth to tell, I’ve been

remarkably lucky – I’ve fed

myself and my family by

writing for 25 years now, and

haven’t had to worry about

finding the money to pay the

bills for 20 years: everything

else – the awards, or the

bestseller spots, or the films

or whatever – is a sort of a

bonus.

What is the point of working

towards a LAMDA graded

examination if you are going

to become a writer? How did LAMDA help you?

It was a decade after I took my last LAMDA medal that I realised

it really had helped – not in intangibles, like confidence or

clarity, but specifically, the first time I was asked to do a

reading of one of my stories, and I discovered I was good at it

and that people enjoyed it.

These days I get to record any of my audio books I think I am

appropriate for, which is great, and I get nominated for major

audio  Awards for them, which is even greater. (Lenny Henry did

Anansi Boys, however, because I wasn't going to attempt a book

with four different little old Jamaican ladies in it for love nor

money.)
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You recently moved to America. Do you think the climate is

better for creative writers in the States?

Not really. I think the great thing about the shape of the world

today, what with internets and all, is it really doesn’t matter

where you are. You’re never far from your friends.

And yes, I’m still homesick for the UK.

Where is Neil Gaiman going next? Children’s books, comics,

fantasy, films or plays?

Well, Coraline is the next film –

that should be out in Feb 2009.

The next book, which I am

prouder of than I have been of

anything, is called THE

GRAVEYARD BOOK. It’s a lot like

The Jungle Book, only instead of

being about a boy brought up by

animals in a jungle, it’s about a

boy being raised by dead people

in a graveyard, and seems to be

for children and for adults. It

comes out in the UK at Hallowe’en... 

AWARDS SO FAR

Neil Gaiman is the winner of 3 Hugos, 2 Nebulas, 1 World Fantasy

Award, 4 Bram Stoker Awards, 6 Locus Awards, 2 British SF

Awards, 1 British Fantasy Award, 3 Geffens, 1 International

Horror Guild Award and 1 Mythopoeic. He is listed in the

Dictionary of Literary Biography as one of the top ten living post-

modern writers.

Have you visited our website?

For guidance, back issues of our magazine (VoiceOver) and

many useful features visit our website. The register of The

Association of LAMDA Teachers is free to download and allows

anyone to find an appropriate teacher in their area quickly.

Our website address is www.lamda.org.uk/exams

Get the titles you need

Click on the ‘Publications & Merchandise’ tab on the left of

the site and you will find details of all the products we have

to offer and how they complement your teaching. For

purchasing, you can go direct to the online store at

store.lamda.org.uk

Easy ordering

Click the link to the Online Shop  to order and pay for your

purchases. Simply ‘Buy’ as many items as you would like,

then go to the ‘Checkout’, where you can pay using various

methods. It is quick, simple and available 24 hours a day.

Fast despatch

All online orders are processed daily. We shall despatch

your products within seven days of receiving your order.

The Graveyard Book creeps into stores late in 2008...
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